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Warbler Ridge Preserve Expands to Over 3,100 Acres 
 
Berea, KY January 18, 2023 – In late December, Kentucky Natural Lands Trust (KNLT) protected another 54 
acres of wildlands along Pine Mountain in Harlan County. The tract expands the Warbler Ridge Preserve to 
3,101 acres and links multiple state lands to form 9,000 acres of contiguous protected wildlands. Along with 
protecting essential forested habitat that sustains a diversity of plant and animal species, Warbler Ridge 
Preserve is poised to be a notable addition to the region’s burgeoning outdoor economy.  
 
Pine Mountain is a 125-mile wildlands corridor that provides habitat for thousands of species of plants and 
animals; over 100 of these species are considered rare, some are found nowhere else on the planet. Warbler 
Ridge Preserve protects important summer and swarming habitat for the endangered long-eared and Indiana 
bats, as well as unique pine barren habitat. Additionally, the preserve safeguards headwater tributaries to 
the Cumberland River, a water source for many communities and key habitat for rare fishes, mussels, 
crayfishes and aquatic plants. The river ultimately flows into the Ohio River forming the fourth-largest 
watershed on Earth.  
 
With this newly acquired tract, Warbler Ridge Preserve secures nearly 8 miles of the proposed route of the 
Kentucky portion of the Great Eastern Trail (GET). When completed, the trail will extend 1,800 miles from 
Alabama to New York paralleling the famed Appalachian Trail. GET is an important outdoor recreation asset 
for the region’s transitioning economy. KNLT has been a key partner in securing land for the proposed route 
along Pine Mountain.  
 
Large landscape conservation depends on a network of diverse partners. KNLT deeply appreciates the 
support of individual donors, foundations, and partners. This particular project was made possible by the 
James Graham Brown Foundation and the Imperiled Bat Conservation Fund (U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 
Kentucky Field Office). 
  
About Kentucky Natural Lands Trust   
KNLT is a nationally accredited nonprofit working to protect biodiverse and climate resilient landscapes in 
ways that benefit communities. Through partnerships with government agencies, nonprofits, corporations 
and private individuals, KNLT has safeguarded more than 55,000 acres of wildlands throughout the 
Commonwealth. For more information on how you can help KNLT protect wildlands, visit KNLT.org.   
 


